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From the Pastor’s Desk

A new pastor in a small Oklahoma town spent the first
four days making personal visits to each of the mem-
bers, inviting them to come to his first service. The fol-
lowing Sunday the church was all but empty. Accord-
ingly, the pastor placed a notice in the local newspaper,
stating that, because the church was dead, it was every-
one’s duty to give it a decent Christian burial. The funeral
would be held the following Sunday afternoon, the notice
said. Morbidly curious, a large crowd turned out for the
“funeral.” In front of the pulpit, they saw a closed coffin,
smothered in flowers. After the pastor delivered the
eulogy, he opened the coffin and invited his congrega-
tion to come forward and pay their final respects to their
dead church. Filled with curiosity as to what would rep-
resent the corpse of a “dead church,” the people eagerly
lined up to look in the coffin. Each “mourner” peeped
into the coffin then quickly turned away with a guilty,
sheepish look. In the coffin tilted at the correct angle,
was a large mirror. — Bible Bell (Continued page 2)
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Is this the fate of First St. John United Church of Christ? The vast major-
ity of us have shouted from the mountain top “NO”. Most of us eagerly
anticipate God blessing our church for many years to come. However, a
few folks continue to talk as if FSJ has already died or will die without a
building. They must believe that the church is nothing more than a build-
ing. Nowhere in the Holy Scripture is the church equated with brick and

mortar. The church is referred to as a “city on a hill”, “a light shinning in
the darkness” and “the way”. Paul calls the church “the body of Christ”.

Is Christ made of brick? Is Christ an air conditioner? Does Jesus need to
have his carpet replaced? Of course not! How ridiculous. The church is
flesh and blood. We are God'’s hands and feet on earth. Christ is eternal.
Therefore, the church can never die. Individual congregations may cease
to exist, but the church will not die.

Churches do not cease to exist (die) due of lack of brick and mortar —
churches die due to lack of vision. Let me give a simple vision of the
church. Think of the church as a sacred business. Like any business our
primary job is to keep the customer happy. We only have one customer —
GOD. Luckily for us, God has told us exactly what keeps God happy: "
‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with
all your mind.' This is the first and greatest commandment. And the sec-
ond is like it: 'Love your neighbor as yourself." All the Law and the Proph-
ets hang on these two commandments.” Think of yourself as employees
of this sacred business. Your only job responsibility is keeping God
happy. Think of me as the manager. My only job is to train, equip and
support you in doing your job. If we both do our jobs, we will be successful
and God will be happy. From time to time some churches lose their vi-
sion. Church members begin to see themselves as the customer and the
pastor’s job is to keep them happy. Since God is not in this equation, the
church stops bearing fruit and slowly begins to die. How sad is that?

If we stay focused on our vision and do our job, First St. John United
Church of Christ will be a vibrant congregation long after the building at
412 South Front Street has disintegrated into dust. WE ARE THE
CHURCH!

Sam
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UPDATE ON PARTNERSHIPS

The Transfer Agreement to deed the property to Princeton Pike Church
of God was completed at the law office of Millikin and Fitton on Decem-
ber 18. All expenses associated with the transfer were assumed by
PPCoG. First St. John is now working under an Occupancy Agree-
ment. Itis business as usual with the exception that we are no longer
responsible for any major repairs to the building. The early transfer of
ownership (prior to 12/31/09) was done at the request of PPCoG.

They will have a significant savings on taxes.

The plan is to move belongings to Partners in Prime during the week of
March 22, 2010. Our last Sunday service on Front St. will be Palm
Sunday, March 28. The church office will be operational at PiP, 140
Ross Avenue, Monday, March 29. This will allow for a smooth opera-
tion during Holy week.

Keep watching for announcements of services during Holy week. Our
first worship service in the new location will be Easter, April 4.

Many of us have already taken an unofficial tour of the Partners in
Prime building during its renovation. Anyone can schedule a tour by
calling 867-1998. Our Sunday worship will take place in the new ball-
room. The office will be on the second floor near the elevator. We will
have use of the kitchenette/vending room for coffee and donuts.
Council will be able to hold monthly meetings as well as occasional
other team meetings. Membership to Partners in Prime allows many
opportunities for activities such as exercise, travel, education, crafts,
health screenings, volunteering, and music. A healthy lunch is served
M-F for a small charge. Membership is $30 (single) or $55 (couple).
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January/
February
Birthdays

January

11
13
15
16
19
20
23
27
28
29
30
31
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Y« The Rudolph Thiem dove and song board will be repaired and restored

Mildred Englet
June Landis
Brittany Halcomb
Vicky Mann

Shari Seeger
Helena Thompson
Virginia Robertson
Jean Stitsinger
Dennis Dalton
Lisa Johnson
Walter Kurtz
Katlyn Cameron
Jan Baker
Dorothy Popst
Susan Saylor
Patty Marcum
Rosalee Jones

11

12
15

16
17
23
25
28
29

The ECHO

February

June Jackson
Donna Henderson
Rachel Senger
Wanda Senger
Don Weik

Earl Stumpf
Ryan Hamburg
Rachel Gonde
Ed Jones

Web Byerline
Jan Mucklow
Mel Brown
Nancy Martin
Jean Boell
Claire O'Dell
Taylor Sullivan
Lucille Grimes

DOVE AND SONG BOARD

* py the Thiem family. A final decision for the home of the items is still
pie di
- pending.
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Foundation Meeting Changes

The Foundation will conduct business on the third Sunday
each month following worship. New officers are: President: Bill
McCalley, Financial Secretary: Barb Bogan, Recording Secretary:

Marilyn Wilson

2010.
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January Prayer Circle

Eloise Andrews
Bonnie Bain

Ada Mae Begley
Sherri Brannon
Bill Coffey

Pat Davis
Barbara Dietz
Norma Durr

Jack DuVvall
Nicholas Gattermeyer
Fred Gaw
LaDonna Gerhart
Rachel Gonde
Betty Gregory
Barbara Hammon
Vicki Howard
Susan Hunt
Kevin Kaeding
Caroline Kerby
Miriam Kramer
Dave Mann
Jackie McKinney
Susan Ortolf

Ann Pierce

Doug Pietsch

Kevin Pietsch

Delores Pollack

Darrell Rainey

Lynn Rainey

Matt Renfro

Claudia Rust

Barb Schermer

Marsha Schlichter

Michelle Schoonover

Mary Smart

Roberta Starr

Betty Stewart

Jean Stitsinger

John Trent

Anita VanLieu

Bill Weakley

Dayna Weakley

Sue Weakley

Colton Wagers

Barb Warfield

Marie Wurzbach

U.S Armed Forces &
Families

Charlotte Wrackmen

The Family of
Jake Stitsinger
Joan Hughes
Lee Brown
Pauline
Saskell
Chris Henry

Please check
names
carefully. If
there are any
names that
need to be
removed call
Shirley M.
Lovely.

Please leave a message for the prayer circle with Shirley. Include the following
information: name of person, illness. Then pass the same message to Carrie
so both are informed of the names. Thanks, Shirley M. Lovely, 726-6223 and
Carrie Hann, 867-1505

Jackie McKinney will be moving to Covington, KY in
Her new address will be:
Hathaway Court Senior Citizens Apartments
1200 Highway Ave
Covington,KY
She will be attending Epworth Methodist Church

early February.

Prayer
Circle
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CLEANING HOUSE

Mark your calendar for Friday and Saturday January 22 and 23. Items that we no longer use
or need will be available to members for their use. Items include kitchen, decorative, books,
office, music, and tools to name a few. Donations will be accepted. Money donated will help
offset moving expenses and be designated for a mission to be announced. If more than 1
person is interested in a single item, a sealed offer system will be in place for fairness.

Some belongings will be used weekly, some stored for occasional use, some stored for possi-
ble future use, and some will remain with the building. That still leaves a LOT of things that
need a home.

Thank You

A letter of Thank You was received from SELF (Supports to Encourage Low-income
Families), dated December 7, 2009, addressed to Dennis Dalton.

Dear Mr. Dalton:
Thank you so much for your church’s generous donation of $250 to the work of SELF.

SELF is dedicated to assisting low-income families and individuals in overcoming barriers to
self-sufficiency through employment and education. We appreciate your generous
contribution, as we know that every donation helps us to have a positive impact on a
low-income Butler County family.

On behalf of the entire staff and Board of Directors of SELF, | thank you again for your
support.

Sincerely,
Jeffrey A. Diver
Executive Director

. Cast Iron Bell

" The large bell that came from First UCC has bee sitting to the left of our

= dumpster for years. If anyone is interested in it, let the church office know by
. January 31, 2010. We have a buyer for it who is anxious to give it a home.

- He will be contacted February 1.
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412 South Front Street
Hamilton OH 45011

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Our Mission:

To use our individual and congregational gifts,
talents and resources to communicate the Good News of Jesus Christ,
and to bring to all His word, His healing, His compassion and
His forgiveness by being a warm accepting and loving faith community.

The ECHO is a publication of U Church Office: 412 S. Front Street
First St. John United Church of Christ Hamilton OH 45011
ISSN 383367-25 ] Office Hours: 8:00-2:00 Monday—Friday
Phone: 513-863-0793
Fax: 513-863-0871
0 E-Mail: firststiohn@fuse.net
Editor Eileen Fletcher [ Web Page: fsjchurch.org
e-mail efletchermcnamara@fuse.net [| Pastor: Rev. Samuel Wyatt
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ECHO Staff Members:

I o ) —

Calendar & Activity Page Kathy Ullrich [ Music Director  Cully Bell

[ office Manage Kathy Ullrich
Birthdays Lelia Kinner I Sunday Schedule:
Adult Bible Study 9:15 a.m.
Worship Service 10:00 a.m.
Sunday School 10:00 a.m
Fellowship Time 11:00-Noon
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