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ECHO 
From the Pastor’s Desk 
 
Mission Impossible . 
 
 Do you remember the old television show Mission Impossible?  
Mr. Phelps would receive an impossible mission from an unknown 
source. The message would end with these words, “If you choose 
to accept this mission….  Of course, we know the elite team al-
ways achieved their mission.  If only life was this certain.  Some-
times we do our best and we still fail at our chosen mission.  Other 
times we surprise ourselves and do what we believe is impossible.  
 
Last year our church leadership team including Flight School and 
church council was given an impossible mission by the congrega-
tion.  The congregation stated loud and clear that they wanted the 
church to stay together as an active congregation: At the same 
time most people in the church stated they would not give any ad-
ditional money to support the church.  Since our expenses far ex-
ceeded our income the mission seemed impossible.  Against the 
odds, the leadership team accepted this impossible mission.   
 
Our mission was achieved in November.  For the first time in many 
years First St. John United Church of Christ met budget.  We gave 
enough money in tithes and offerings to pay our expenses and to 
give money to missions.  It has been a long journey.  Many people 
have worked very hard. The only thing asked of the congregation 
was to maintain your current level of giving.  
  
I want to give a big Thank You to everyone who served on Flight 
School, Council and the constitution rewrite committee. You have 
done a great job for the church.  
  
So where do we go from here?  First, the old church council will be 
replaced by a smaller leadership team.  Second, the church will be 
served by a part time pastor (that’s me).  I will continue to perform 
most functions of a pastor.  I am available after 5pm Monday 
through Friday. I am available Saturday and Sunday.  I am avail-
able on my cell phone throughout the day.  If you call me, I will 
make every effort to return your call within an hour.  What do I 
need from you?  I need you to be flexible and understand that I am 
not full time.  The church needs you to continue to support the 
church with your prayer, money and talent. If we all do our mis-
sion, First St. John UCC will continue to serve God.  
 
   Pastor Sam 
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Who’s Doing What in 2011? 
 

With the new and smaller council structure, you’ll want to keep in mind who’s 
doing what.   
 
To get answers, give suggestions, or offer your help, see the following council 
for 2011: 
 
Sally Ortolf – Worship  (anything to do with Sunday morning service) 
 
Karen Dalton – Caring  (anything to do with assisting and checking on FSJ 
members) 
 
Donna Burnett - Teaching and Nurturing  (Christian education and learning 
opportunities) 
 
Connie Wyatt – Reaching Out  (missions to those in need and those looking 
for a church home) 
 
Jeanne Walther – Resources and Assets  (financial and business matters of 
the church) 
 
Bob Fletcher – Coordinator  (keeping things working smoothly -previously 
called president) 

Pastor Sam is always available by phone. Either call the church and leave a confidential 
message or call him directly at 375-6492. 
 
New Office Hours – beginning January 1, 2011 the office will have new hours. 
 
Mon – 8:00 – 2:00 
 
Wed. – Thurs. – 8:00 -2:00 
 
The office will be closed on Tues. and Fri.  
 
If no one is in the office when you call please leave a message for the church secretary and 
she will return your call as soon as possible.’ 

New Office Hours 
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 GIVING TREE   
   
This year, our holiday giving spirit supported Partners in Prime’s  
Giving Tree.  Gift tags had the names of seniors in Hamilton and a simple gift 
wish.   
    
In addition to shopping, some members helped wrap the gifts.   
 
They were delivered by PIP Meals On Wheels drivers. 

The Dojo 
 
The Youth Leadership and Empowerment program (The Dojo) began in June, 2007.  First St. 
John sponsored the martial arts program for neighborhood children.  It was funded through UCC 
and community grants and a generous donation from a friend of First St. John.  60 children were 
enrolled in the program for various lengths of time over the years.  Classes met year round every 
Tuesday and Thursday at 4:00.  Mr. Chad Fisher was the instructor of the first class when there 
were no mats, T-shirts or uniforms.  His patience, energy, skill and perseverance challenged the 
kids to take responsibility for themselves and their future.  Even with the church’s transition in 
April, the program continued at ‘Old FSJ’.  In November, Mr. Fisher received news of his father’s 
failing health and he made the decision to move to Florida to be with him.  No other instructors 
from the martial arts school in Mason were able to continue the class.  Consequently, the pro-
gram ended December 16, 2010. 
  
The leadership at Power Source (Old FSJ) saw the value of such a program and is open to  
sponsoring a similar program if details can be worked out and a suitable instructor found.  
 
Tuesday and Thursday afternoons will have a void for us, but we wish Mr. Fisher and his family 
the very best. 

This is just a reminder that all of our special missions such as Serve City and Community 
Dinner have already been fully funded in the 2011 budget.  Any donations intended for 
these special projects should be given to the regular offing.  We will continue to accept do-
nations for SONKA missions such as Our Churches Wider Mission (OCWM), Neighbors in 
Need (NIN), One Great Hour of Sharing (OGHS), Strengthen the Church and the Christmas 
Fund (formerly Veterans of the Cross).  These donations are sent directly to SONKA. 
 
Also, it should be noted that our income came with $21 of meeting our expenses for the 
month of November.  Although most of the savings can be attributed to decreased spending 
and not increased giving. it is still an significant event in the finances of our church 
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Eloise Andrews 
Ada Mae Begley 
Harold Betz 
Sherri Brannon 
Payton Cauchran 
Linda Chalk 
Jim Conyers 
Pat Davis 
Caleb Ditrmer 
Jack DuVall 
Kevin Feltner 
Norma Foster 
Sara Foster 
Fred Gaw 
LaDonna Gerhart 
Rachel Gonde 
Betty Gregory 
Barbara Hammon 

Jim Herold 
Vicki Howard 
Caroline Kerby 
Alex Kip 
Doug Little 
Jackie McKinney 
Susan Ortolf 
Debbie Rainey 
Jean Rainey 
Mary Rainey 
Michelle Schoonover 
Joe Selkirk 
Griffin Shea 
Marsha Smart 
Karen Spencer 
Madyson Starr 
Doug Stumf 
Marie Wurzbach 

4  June Jackson 
 Donna Henderson 
5 Rachel Senger 
10  Wanda Senger 
 Don Weik 
11  Earl Stumpf 
 Ryan Hamburg 
12  Rachel Gonde 
15  Ed Jones 
 Web Byerline 
 Jan Mucklow 
16  Mel Brown 
17  Nancy Martin 
23  Jean Boell 
25  Claire O’Dell 
28 Taylor Sullivan 
29 Lucille Grimes 

February 
4 Mildred Engler 
 June Landis 
9 Brittany Halcomb 
10 Vicky Mann 
 Shari Seeger 
11 Helena Thompson 
13 Virginia Robertson 
15 Jean Stitsinger 
16 Dennis Dalton 
19  Lisa Johnson 
20  Walter Kurtz 
23  Kathyn Cameron 
27  Jan Baker 
28  Dorothy Popst 
29  Susan Saylor 
30  Patty Marcum 
31  Rosalee Jones  

January 

Family of 
 
Sara Delle Froster 
Betty Gregory 
Jean Bachman 

Please leave a message for the prayer circle with Shirley. Include the following information: name of 
person, illness.  Then pass the same message to Carrie so both are informed of the names. Thanks, 
Shirley M. Lovely, 726-6223 and Carrie Hann, 867-1505 

Please check names carefully.  If there are any names that need to be removed call Shirley M. Lovely. 

January Prayer Circle 

U.S Armed Forces & 
Families 

Robert Weber 
Charlotte Wrackmen 
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Dear First St John United Church of Christ 
 
I just wanted to say thank you for the $500 scholarship you have given me, with student 
loans piling up this will go along way towards paying them 
 
Thanks Again            Erich Kerby 

Dear First St John UCC Scholarship Foundation 
 
I wanted to thank you for the generous scholarship award.  
Money is always and issue, now more than ever with tuition 
and textbooks, and other random fees the college has to throw 
at you.  The $500 that you awarded me will make paying next 
semesters tuition so much easier and so much less stress free! 
 
I truly can not thank you enough. 
 
Jessica Kesly 

Dear Donors, 
 
On behalf of the Animal Adoption Foundation, I would like to thank you for your gener-
ous donation of $250.  Your ongoing support will allow our organization to continue its 
mission to save lives, one pet at a time. 
 
Thank you so much! 
 
Sincerely, 
Carolyn Kahn 
Corresponding Secretary 
Animal Adoption Foundation 

Thank You Notes  

Thank You  
 

Thanks to all that have agreed to be either Liturgist, Hospitality or provide refreshment 
for our Sunday Services. If for some reason you are unable to fulfill your responsibili-
ties on the Sunday you are scheduled, please try to make arrangements for a substi-
tute. Notify Kathy (863-0793) as soon as possible of the change. New office hours are 
Monday, Wednesday and Thursday from 8:00 to 2:00. If you cannot reach the office, 
call Sally Ortolf at 867-8374.  
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T’was the Day  
After Christmas  

Getting the Word Out 
 
Beginning in January, First St. John’s advertisement in Partners in Prime newsletter will be 
mailed to over 3800 addresses including members, donors, leaders and agencies in Butler 
County.  The ad will also be in color and professionally formatted.  
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Scenes from Christmas Eve 
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140 Ross Ave. 
Hamilton, Ohio 45013 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

Our Mission: 
 

To use our individual and congregational gifts,  
talents and resources to communicate the Good News of Jesus Christ,  

and to bring to all His word, His healing, His compassion and  
His forgiveness by being a warm accepting and loving faith community. 

The ECHO is a publication of 
First St. John United Church of Christ 

ISSN 383367-25 
 
ECHO Staff Members: 
 
Editor Eileen Fletcher 
   e-mail  efletchermcnamara@fuse.net 
 
Calendar & Activity Page Kathy Ullrich 
 
Birthdays Lelia Kinner 
 
Sunday Schedule: 
 Worship Service 10:00 a.m. 
 Ballroom Second Floor 
 Fellowship Time 11:00-11:30 

Church Office: 140 Ross Ave. 
 Hamilton OH  45013 
Office Hours: 8:00 a.m.–2:00 p.m.    
 Monday-Wednesday-
 Thursday 
                  Office closed Tuesday & Friday 
Phone: 513-863-0793 
Fax: 513-863-0871 
E-Mail: firststjohn@fuse.net 
Web Page: fsjchurch.org 
Pastor:        Rev. Samuel Wyatt 
 e mail      rev.samwyatt@fuse.net 
Music Director       Cully Bell 
Office Manage        Kathy Ullrich 
 


