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ECHO 
From the Pastor’s Desk 

 
What is the Christian response to the oil spill? 
 
I recently saw an ad for an I Hate BP T-shirt.  Who can 
blame people for feeling angry?  We are horrified by the 
image of oil gushing from the bottom of the ocean floor.  
Growing up in Alabama, I spent many summers on the 
gulf coast enjoying white sands, blue water and cheap 
seafood.  Are these things gone for good?  Oil now cov-
ers beaches in five southern states.  Experts tell us the 
oil will soon be heading up the east coast and eventually 
to Europe.  The spill will probably be the greatest envi-
ronmental disaster in history.   What is the Christian re-
sponse?  Does the church have anything to say or 
should we all buy I Hate BP T-shirts? 
 
I don’t think hatred is an option for a Christian.   We 
should be angry at BP. Through their recklessness and 
cost cutting, BP has done much damage to God’s planet.   
Christians should be angry whenever we see damage 
done to our environment.  In Genesis, God gives us the 
responsibility of caring for the earth. Everything on earth 
belongs to God, including those sea gulls covered with 
oil and the fish dying in toxic water. Even the oil pouring 
from the ocean floor belongs to God.  God allows us to 
use and enjoy God’s creation – not destroy it.  
 
We should be angry at our politicians.  Local, state and 
federal officials are way too cozy with the oil companies.  
Democrats and Republicans love big oil money.  Both 
Obama and McCain received large contributions from 
BP. Almost every member of Congress receives cam-
paign contributions from BP.  They are all guilty of turn-
ing a blind eye to safety concerns.  Our leaders have 
sold God’s creation for thirty pieces of silver.  
 
     continued page 2 
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Let us not forget.  As Christians we must always ask the question “Is it I, 
Lord?”  The answer is YES.  We share the guilt.  We are addicted to 
cheap oil.  We continue to drive gas guzzling cars, trucks and SUV’s. The 
size of our homes has almost doubled in the past twenty five years. Our 
landfills are filled with petroleum-based plastic that could easily be re-
cycled. We are addicts, and BP is our dealer.   Like any addict, we are not 
overly concerned with how our dealer acquires the product.  Does a her-
oin addict care if the drug dealer murders children? No!  Does the porn 
addict really care if the image they are viewing is of underage sex slaves? 
No!  Do we ask tough questions about where our oil comes from? No! 
How much of our oil consumption supports the terrorists that kill our young 
men and women in Iraq and Afghanistan?  Is our oil addiction destroying 
God’s creation? Addicts don’t ask these questions.  Drill Baby Drill is the 
only prayer of the oil addict.  

 
Creation Care is the theological understanding that God has put us in 
charge of God’s beautiful planet. God has given us the gift of oil to use for 
energy. Idolatry occurs when we value the gift more that the giver.  What 
is the Christian response to the oil spill? We must demand accountability 
from BP, our elected leaders, but most of all from ourselves.  Couldn’t we 
all use a little less petroleum? Couldn’t we think about how our consump-
tion affects the planet and future generations?  God has blessed us with a 
beautiful planet. Like all blessings it is our responsibility to pass it on. 
Love Baby Love. Give Baby Give. Care Baby Care.  Conserve Baby Con-
serve 

The Adult Bible study class will take the months of July and Au-
gust off, then resume after Labor Day.  We will be studying I Co-
rinthians and II Corinthians next school year.  We invite all to join 
us Sunday mornings at 9:00 in the Health Room.  We are a very 
informal and friendly group and would love to have more partici-
pants.  See Donna Burnett or any of the other class members for 
more information.  Have a great summer! 

From th 
Pastor’s 
Continued 

Adult Study 
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Updates on a Songboard 
 

At last check, the dove and songboard are at the home of Tom Thiem 
awaiting refurbishment 
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Historical 
Books 
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Historical Books 

 
All  of  the historical  First St John and First Church books that 
were in the safe are now  the possession of the Lane Public  
Library located on Third Street in Hamilton.  The books will be 
available to any one in Butler County looking for family  
information.  Each book will have a special plate noting it  
was a gift from First St. John United Church of Christ.  A  
special THANKS to Audri and the Library for accepting these 
books and keeping tem safe.  The history of First St. John will 
be available to all, long into the future. 

 
Gift Certificates 

 
Anyone interested in purchasing gift certificates,  

please contact 
 

 Virginia Robertson (937- 452-0647) or  
Sally Ortolf (513-867-8374) 

   
We can send in an order when we have enough request. 

Gift  
Certificates 

Do Your Part To Stay Informed 
 

 Remember that everyone has access to council and team 
meetings.  All meetings times are announced in the bulletin.   
Minutes are accessible 3 ways: 

· Call the office: minutes can be mailed or emailed. 
· Call the office for a copy to be put in your hanging folder 
· Read the copy on the Welcome table. 

 

Stay  
Informed 
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2  Cody Proffitt 
4  Tammy Proffitt 
5  Clyde Irwin 
10  Harriet Ingram 
18  Marge Rowland 
 Shirley Hartleb 
19  Harriet Stitsinger 
20  Kathy Reece 
 Elaine Weiss 
25  Elmer Weiss 
31 Trista Grau 

September 
July/
August 
Birthdays 

1  Ann Wheelright 
3 Rick Ingram 
 Aaron Hamburg 
4  June Pierce 
7  Lois Apgar 
8  Harry Scherzinger 
10  Alison Miller 
14  Bob Kerby, Jr. 
17  Jerri Sullivan 
19  Jenny Mann 
20  Doris Conyers 
22  Heather Rowe 
23  Marie Wurzbach 
25  Marie Horstemeier 
26  Shelly Morris 
 Eric Morris 
 Erin Rowe 
30 Doug Stambaugh 

July 

Ben Bratton 
Music 
Award 
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John Philip Sousa Award 
 
Jackie McKinney’s grandson, Ben Bratton, 2010 graduate from 
Dixie Heights High School, in Kentucky and a percussionist in the 
school band received the John Philip Sousa Award for band  
students. 
 
The John Philip Sousa Award is an optional a high school band 
director may award to one of his students.  It is restricted to one 
per school per year.  The award recognizes superior  
musicianship, dependability, loyalty, and cooperation.  It is very 
unusual for a percussionist to receive this award. 
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Please check names carefully.  If there are any names that need 
to be removed call Shirley M. Lovely. 

Eloise Andrews 
Ada Mae Begley 
Harold Betz 
Sherri Brannon 
Payton Cauchran 
Pat Davis 
Jack DuVall 
Mindy Elliott 
Norma Foster 
Fred Gaw 
LaDonna Gerhart 
Rachel Gonde 
Betty Gregory 
Barbara Hammon 
Vicki Howard 
 

April Prayer Circle 

Caroline Kerby 
Alex Kip 
Jackie McKinney 
Debbie Rainey 
Michelle Schoonover 
Seana Shepard 
Marsha Smart 
Marie Wurzbach 
U.S Armed Forces & 

Families 
Robert Weber 
Charlotte Wrackmen 

Please leave a message for the prayer circle with Shirley. Include 
the following information: name of person, illness.  Then pass the 
same message to Carrie so both are informed of the names. 
Thanks, Shirley M. Lovely, 726-6223 and Carrie Hann, 867-1505 

Prayer  
Circle 

The Family of 
 
Jack Hufnagle 
Brandon  
          Kennedy 
Diane Bland 
Kim Sunderhaus 
Dave Mann 
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Ways To Be Green at FSJ 
 

Did you know that there are receptacles for  recycling  dry cell bat-
teries, paper, aluminum cans and plastic bottles and prescription 
bottles.  Containers are located in the first floor stairwell  by  the 
main welcome desk.  You can also bring your plastic grocery 
bags, produce bags, and dry cleaning  bags to Kathy Ullrich.  Her 
church ‘crochets’ them into sleeping mats for homeless. 
 

Ways to be 
Green 
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How We’re 
Doing How We’re Doing 

 
We now have a pretty accurate idea of our reduction in expenses as a re-
sult of our new worship and office facility.  (Numbers are rounded for sim-
plicity.) 
 
Building insurance was $7,000/yr    
Renters insurance is $1000/yr 
Reduction of $6,000/yr 
 
Utilities, repair/maintenance, sound system, alarm, and building supplies 
was budgeted $42,000/yr  
Lease and off-site storage is now $1,550/month ($18,600/yr)  
Reduction of $23,400/yr 
 
Total reduction of $29,400  
 
Salaries, benefits, Elders and Deacons budgets are unchanged and we 
no longer have the potential of major repair expenses. 
 
The 2 components of a balanced budget are income and expenses.   
Expenses have been reduced significantly without a single reduction in 
our ministry efforts. If everyone continues giving at their 2009 level, we 
will be very close to balancing our budget. Wouldn’t that be a celebration! 
Please do your part to maintain or increase your support of First St. 
John’s ministry. 

Tidbits From Council 
 

The Council is looking at a way to streamline our structure that fits our current 
congregation while maintaining our ministries.  We are still in the discussion 
phase, but should have something to present to everyone later this summer/
early fall.  The new structure encourages involvement of more members  
without the commitment of long term offices.  It is paired with a budget that is 
ministry and mission focused 

From the 
Council 
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140 Ross Ave. 
Hamilton, Ohio 45013 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

Our Mission: 
 

To use our individual and congregational gifts,  
talents and resources to communicate the Good News of Jesus Christ,  

and to bring to all His word, His healing, His compassion and  
His forgiveness by being a warm accepting and loving faith community. 

The ECHO is a publication of 
First St. John United Church of Christ 

ISSN 383367-25 
 
ECHO Staff Members: 
 
Editor Eileen Fletcher 
   e-mail  efletchermcnamara@fuse.net 
 
Calendar & Activity Page Kathy Ullrich 
 
Birthdays Lelia Kinner 
 

Church Office: 140 Ross Ave. 
 Hamilton OH  45013 
Office Hours: 8:00–2:00   Monday—Friday 
Phone: 513-863-0793 
Fax: 513-863-0871 
E-Mail: firststjohn@fuse.net 
Web Page: fsjchurch.org 
Pastor:        Rev. Samuel Wyatt 
 e mail      rev.samwyatt@fuse.net 
Music Director       Cully Bell 
Office Manage       Kathy Ullrich 
 
Sunday Schedule: 
 Worship Service 10:00 a.m. 
 Ballroom Second Flloor 
 Fellowship Time 11:00-Noon 


