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From the Pastor’s Desk
Surrendered Treasure and Loving Hearts.

The Gift of the Madi is the story of James and Della
Dillingham: A young couple struggling to survive during the
great depression. Jim and Della have two possessions that
are the treasure of the household, Della’s hair and Jim’s
watch, which is an inheritance from his grandfather. The story
underscores the value of these treasures by saying that King
Solomon and Queen Sheba would be jealous of them despite
their own immense wealth. The greater treasure, however, is
the love they share for one another.

Jim sells his valuable watch to buy a pair of tortoise
shell combs that Della has long admired. Della sells her hair
to buy a watch chain for Jim's watch. The story is called The
Gift of the Maqi because “their gifts were as wise as the gifts
that the magi brought to Christ on the first Christmas because
their gifts were given out of surrendered treasures and loving
hearts”.

This story illustrates the Biblical concept of “gifts”. The
gifts that honor God are those that come from surrendered
treasures and loving hearts. The perfect gift always causes
the giver to feel both pain and joy. The pain comes from sac-
rifice of the treasure. The joy from the blessing the gift brings
to the receiver.

What can be said about a church that gifts a beautiful
building to another congregation? Who can explain why a
congregation would let go of a building that has witnessed
baptisms, weddings, confirmations, funerals, and the memo-
ries worshipping together? The answer is simple: The Gift of
the Maqi is the story of First St. John United Church of Christ.
Our gift is not to Princeton Pike Church of God. Our gift is to
the Kingdom of God. Have no doubt that our gift is as wise
as the gifts the magi brought to the Christ child because our
gift is given out of surrendered treasure and loving hearts. |
say this with no hesitation: GOD IS HAPPY WITH OUR GIFT.

Sam
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Settling In

We're settling into our new location. Most everyone who saw it for
the first time on Easter commented that it exceeded their expecta-
tions and the ballroom looks like a chapel. Each Sunday there have
been subtle changes in arrangement or procedures. We don’t want
to develop routines so soon.

Enough people have volunteered for hospitality, liturgist and refresh-
ments to last through June. If you didn’t get a chance to sign up, the
list will be available again. The altar flower and remembrance can-
dle booklet is on the welcome table. As your gardens bloom, you
are welcome to bring in fresh flowers at anytime to share. There are
plenty of places to put arrangements.

Children are welcome to sit and work on quiet activities on the back
table in the ballroom. They can go to the Art Room with someone for
a lesson and we keep a few toys handy there also.
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w A Few Building Reminders w

Only enter through the canopied ramp door with the w
automatic opener. Take the elevator or stairs to the sec-

w ond floor. w
The ramp door will be locked at 10:15 for security. A

phone number is posted on the door for latecomers. w
Exit through any door by pushing on the bar. For the

w ramp door, push on the bar, and then press the auto- w
opener button.

W w
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FS What About Our Outreach?

[ The beauty of our relationship with Princeton Pike/Power
Source is that our outreach continues uninterrupted. Dojo still
happens every Tuesday and Thursday. Homework Help is

[ available every Wednesday through May 26. The Community
Meal will still be held the last Monday each month. Narcotics
Anonymous group is still going strong and will begin its’ sixth
year at 412 Front St. in June.

(2 Because of space, we don’t have collection boxes or barrels
[ for Serve City or Open Door Pantry. However, we still support
their work and your help is welcome. You can drop off dona-
(2 tions to Serve City on East Ave. Tues, Thurs or Saturday 10-2.
[ Donations can be dropped off at Open Door Pantry at 800 S.
Front St. Monday — Wednesday 9:00 — 3:00 or Thursday 1:00-

% 7:00.

& Donna Burnett can sign you up to serve a meal on the second
(3 Monday each month at Serve City.

@We have joined forces with Partners in Prime to continue mak-
& ing small quilts for Children’s Hospital in the Art Studio. Quilt-

0l

[
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& ing time is designated on Tuesday or Wednesday 10:00 — 3:00.
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Partners in Prime Opportunities
The following are just a few opportunities for members:

Saturday, May 15
Wellness and Resource Expo

Wednesday, May 26
National Senior Health and Fitness Day

First and Third Tuesdays at 1:00
Veteran's Group
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May/June
Birthdays

HIGH
NOON

May

12

15
22
23
25

Dorothy Rawlings
Courtney Fletcher
JoANnn Bennett
Karen Dalton
Wendy Weaver
Harold Betz
Connie Wyatt
Ruth Vanlieu
Zach Robertsoh
LaVada Fletcher
Melissa Gettler
Edward Mangan
Joe Mann

o o1

12
14

15
16
17
21
24
25
29
30

The ECHO

June

Don Ortolf
Rodger Hoppe
Nathan Richardson
Ford Sandlin
Marion Reed
Dan Harleb

Roy Horstemeier
Mary Gamstetter
Kathryn Linder
Debbie Ingram
Wendy Calihan
Doris Seeger
Barb Bogan

Donna Halcomb/Miller

Ella Calhoun
Megan Sullivan
James Thompson
Bob Fletcher
Virginia Kurtz
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Muscular Dystrophy Association
Thursday, May 27

HIGH NOON

;:4 Someone from First St. John will be arrested and locked
alz up for ‘good’. They will be transported in handcuffs to
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, 1exas Roadhouse where they will be jailed and bail will be
::: set. They will not be released until YOU help raise the bail

Donations for bail will help the MDA. Stop by for lunch at
< Texas Roadhouse and drop off your bail money.
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April Prayer Circle

Eloise Andrews
Ada Mae Begley
Harold Betz
Sherri Brannon
Pat Davis
Jack DuVvall
Mindy Elliott
Fred Gaw
LaDonna Gerhart
Rachel Gonde
Betty Gregory
Barbara Hammon
Vicki Howard
Jack & Florence
Hufnagle
Susan Hunt

Caroline Kerby

Alex Kip

Dave Mann

Jackie McKinney

Debbie Rainey

Matt Renfro

Barb Schermer

Marsha Schlichter

Michelle Schoonover

Seana Shepard

Marsha Smart

Kim Sunderhaus

Tina

Marie Wurzbach

U.S Armed Forces &
Families

Kathy Vizedom

Charlotte Wrackmen

The Family of

Caroline Tewell
Vernon Moonley
Doris Anselm
Walter Allspach
Arthur Smith
Meridith H.
Hudson

Please leave a message for the prayer circle with Shirley. Include
the following information: name of person, illness. Then pass the
same message to Carrie so both are informed of the names.

Thanks, Shirley M. Lovely, 726-6223 and Carrie Hann, 867-1505

Please check names carefully. If there are any names that need
to be removed call Shirley M. Lovely.

A hug is a great gift ....

One size fits all. It can be given for any

occasion and it's easy to exchange.

Prayer
Circle

Page5



Page 6

Keepint In-

formed

Thank You

The ECHO
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1

. If you would like to see the minutes of the Council,

Ithere are 3 ways:

N
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. Keep Informed

1. Email your request to Connie Wyatt at
wyattl1550@yahoo.com.

Call the office 863-0793 and request a copy be put
in your hanging folder.

3. View a copy available at the Welcome Table.
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Thank You

Thank you!

The Hamburg Family
Cyndi, Ryan & Aaron

Thank you everyone who
shared collections,
needlework and quilting,
artwork, basketry, and
holiday items in the display
case during the last four
years. Also thanks for the
kind comments from those

who viewed these displays.

| truly appreciate your
participation.

June Pierce

Thank you for the beautiful flower
arrangement and on behalf of the
entire Board and staff at
Partners—Welcome!

Sincerely,
Christy & Staff

First St. John Foundation,

Thank you so much for the
scholarship grant of $500. This
money will help so much with my
school expenses at The Ohio
State University.

| am very thankful for this
gracious gift.

Sincerely,
Aaron Hamburg
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140 Ross Ave.
Hamilton, Ohio 45013

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Our Mission:

To use our individual and congregational gifts,
talents and resources to communicate the Good News of Jesus Christ,
and to bring to all His word, His healing, His compassion and
His forgiveness by being a warm accepting and loving faith community.

The ECHO is a publication of U church Office: 140 Ross Ave.
First St. John United Church of Christ I Hamilton OH 45013
ISSN 383367-25 ] Office Hours: 8:00-2:00 Monday—Friday
Phone: 513-863-0793
Fax: 513-863-0871
0 E-Mail: firststiohn@fuse.net
Editor Eileen Fletcher [ Web Page: fsjchurch.org
e-mail efletchermcnamara@fuse.net [| Pastor: Rev. Samuel Wyatt
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Calendar & Activity Page Kathy Ullrich [ Music Director  Cully Bell

[ office Manage Kathy Ullrich
Birthdays Lelia Kinner I Sunday Schedule:
Adult Study 9:00 am
Worship Service 10:00 a.m.
Ballroom Second Flloor
Fellowship Time 11:00-Noon
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