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Annual Congregational Meeting 
Sunday, November 21, 2010 

Join us for meeting and lunch 
 
To be voted on—Motion: “To suspend the First St. Joh n 
Constitution and Bylaws and suspend the First St. J ohn 
Foundation Board, Constitution and Bylaws and adopt  
the proposed First St. John Constitution and Bylaws  for 
the year 2011.” 
 
For a summary of changes, refer to your letter date d  
September 19, 2010. Copies of the entire documents are 
available at church or upon request.  

You are cordially invited to  
First St. John’s Annual Candle-

light Christmas Eve Service.  
 It will be held in the  

Ballroom at Partners in Prime,  
140 Ross Ave. at 5:00 p.m. 

 
We hope you will be able to join 

us for this celebration of our 
Savior’s birth.  We wish you a 

joyous Christmas and a Blessed New 
Year.  
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From the Pastors Desk 
 
 
Would You Eat This? 
 
         We all know that McDonald’s is not a health food store.  Fast food is not meant to be 
healthy.  It’s fast, cheap and tasty.  We eat at McDonald’s because it’s convenient.  Maybe it’s 
time to re-think our eating habits.  Last April Sally Davies bought a McDonald’s happy meal.  
Out of curiosity, she left the burger and small fry on her kitchen counter for a few days.  She 
expected it to slowly rot or decay.  Instead, something strange happened – nothing happened.  
The burger and fry did not change. After three days it lost all smell.  For nine months Sally Da-
vies has posted a daily photo of the happy meal on the internet.  Day one looks much like day 
280.  Davies reports that the meal is rock hard and has the texture of plastic, but looks the 
same.  She tried to feed it to her dog, but he would not touch it. Would you eat something that 
never changes?  The only correct answer is “NO”. 
 
 I think many people view church, the American church, like a happy meal that never 
changes.  Do people see the church as something stale and almost petrified? I think the an-
swer is “yes”.  All across America, churches are in deep decline.  The Crystal Cathedral has 
recently declared bankruptcy.  The grandfather of the mega church movement is in danger of 
closing their doors.  As membership declined, the Crystal Cathedral continued to invest God’s 
money in expensive buildings.  Attempts to use new technologies and to reach out to younger 
people were met with resistance by the older members.  Isn’t it odd that the church that pio-
neered the use of television and mass marketing became resistant to the internet and other 
new ways of reaching people?   Instead of focusing on mission and ministry, the Crystal Ca-
thedral is embroiled in conflict and lawsuits. They are overwhelmed by debt.  Should people 
living in glass churches throw stones at one another? Probably not.  
 
 What should we learn from a burger that never rots and a stone throwing glass church?  
First, just because something looks like food doesn’t mean it is fit to eat and just because 
something looks like a church doesn’t make it a House of God.  Second, what starts out as a 
living faith can soon become stale and hard as a rock; we might not notice the change until it’s 
too late.  Outsiders will notice the change and avoid the church as if it is a nine month old 
happy meal.  
 
In the Gospel of John, Jesus spends a lot of time talking about bread.  He tells his disciples: “I 
am the bread of life, feed on me”.  In Jesus’ day there were few preservatives.  Fresh baked 
bread would last only a day (not nine months).  In order to eat, bread was baked daily. Stale 
bread was thrown away. This is how a life of faith is lived:  Give us this day our daily bread.   
Let us take an inventory of our spiritual life and throw away what is stale and petrified. Let us 
each day offer up something fresh and nutritious to the hungry souls looking for the Bread of 
Life (that includes us).  Jesus is the Bread of Life.  May we feast on Jesus every day.  
  
PS:  I want to thank the adult Sunday School class for the gift card and cookies. Rest assured 
they will be put to good use.  
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Christmas Party 

This year’s Christmas Gathering will be at Bill and Judy McCalley’s (554 Glenway Dr.) on 
Saturday, December 11, 2010 at 6:00 PM. Please bring an appetizer or dessert and 
drink of your choice. Contact Bill or Judy by December 8th at 863-3145.  

GIVING TREE   
   
In the past years the members of FSJ have provided needy families with a 
Merry Christmas, by providing them with gifts that were selected, wrapped 
and delivered at holiday time. This year because of  limited space, we will 
be partnering with  
Partners in Prime in helping with their Giving Tree . A tree will be placed in 
the lobby containing names of adults and a gift the y would like to receive.  
 
You may select a tag, purchase the gift and return it to PIP. If you wish, 
you may wrap the gift or return it to PIP and they will see that it is 
wrapped. Any one is welcome to come and help  
organize the gifts and help deliver them. I would li ke to see the members 
of FSJ join PIP in giving these folks a Merry  
Christmas 
 
For questions call Karen Dalton at 829-7641  

 
 
 
 
 

Partners in Prime Holiday Craft Bazaar 
 

Friday, Nov. 19, 2010 from 4 p.m. -- 9 p.m., Just Friends are sponsoring a table  
during the PIP Craft Bazaar. We will be selling soup, baked goods and some crafts. 
Anyone interested in donating any of these items please contact Barb Bogan (soup) 
at 893-2741, Susan Hoppe (baked goods) at 759-2279 or Shirley Lovely (crafts) at 
726-6223. Proceeds will benefit One Way Farm. 
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Eloise Andrews 
Ada Mae Begley 
Harold Betz 
Sherri Brannon 
Payton Cauchran 
Pat Davis 
Jack DuVall 
Kevin Feltner 
Norma Foster 
Sara Foster 
Fred Gaw 
LaDonna Gerhart 
Rachel Gonde 
Betty Gregory 
Barbara Hammon 
Jim Herold 

Vicki Howard 
Caroline Kerby 
Alex Kip 
Jackie McKinney 
Susan Ortolf 
Michelle Schoonover 
Joe Selkirk 
Griffin Shea 
Marsha Smart 
Karen Spencer 
Marie Wurzbach 
U.S Armed Forces & 

Families 
Robert Weber 
Charlotte Wrackmen 

2 Ginger Vizedom 
3 Jim Conyers 
4 Karen Holder 
5 MaryLou Dickerscheid 
 Norma Durr 
7 Stacy Starr 
8 Glen Calhoun 
13  Scott Conklin 
17 Terry Senger 
18 Wayne Wishart 
 Sam Wyatt 
 Sarah Robertson 
19  Tim Johnson 
22 Irene Owens 
26 Linda Foxbower 

December 
3 Barb Stitsinger 
4 Jim O’Dell 
6 Marge Arvay 
7 Laura Mangan 
14  Ann Brown 
 Emily O’Dell 
19 Don Asplan  
 Cyndi Hamburg 
21 Lelia Kinner 
 Phillip Reed 
 Jeanne Walther 
22 Bill McCalley 
 Dan Robertson 
24 Jennifer Rowe 
25 Lily Brahm  

November 

The Family of 
 
Delores Pollack 
Ronny Huffman 
Ruth Alcorn 
Delores Hyatt 

Please leave a message for the prayer circle with Shirley. Include the following information: name of 
person, illness.  Then pass the same message to Carrie so both are informed of the names. Thanks, 
Shirley M. Lovely, 726-6223 and Carrie Hann, 867-1505 

Please check names carefully.  If there are any names that need to be removed call Shirley M. Lovely. 

November Prayer Circle 
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Youth News 
 

The youth met on October 17, 2010 to decide what to do with their Designated Fund 
money. After much discussion they decided to give to some programs that were very im-
portant to them. Such as:  DoJo, Community Meals, Samaritan (Shoe Boxes), Camden 
Water, Animal Rescue/Hospital and Heifer International. 
  
They still have some money left, but will decide at December’s meeting on what to do as 
a Christmas Project. 

Houston’s 
 

 On November 14, 2010 after church we will be going to Houston’s for lunch. We will 
need to make reservation so, if you are interested in joining us please contact Shirley 
Lovely @ 726-6223 by November 7, 2010. 

Gift Certificates 
 

It’s that time of year again to start thinking about the holidays. If anyone is interested in 
purchasing gift certificate, please contact Sally Ortolf at 867-8374 before Thanksgiving. 
 

First St. John Sweetens Your Day 
 

Lunch diners at Partners in Prime have enjoyed a treat from FSJ several times.  If you 
would like to host a treat sometime in November or December, see Connie Wyatt to 
schedule a date.  The number served depends on the day of the week.  Any kind of 
treat is appreciated and this is a way of introducing more people to FSJ.   
 

 
Neither Rain nor Snow nor ….. 

 
Nothing should keep you away from the Annual Congregational meeting on Sunday,  
November  21.  Our quorum is 40 members-in-good-standing.  Please pick up and read 
all material in advance.  A quick lunch will be available in the ballroom. 
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“Thank You for Pets” was a Success 
 

Saturday, October 16 was a gorgeous Fall day on the patio at Partners in Prime and was 
made very special with a group of canines.  People from FSJ, Nexus and Partners in Prime 
brought their 4-legged friends to be blessed during a brief but exciting service.  Donations of 
pet food and cash were accepted for the auxiliary program of Meals on Wheels.  
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Dorothy Boell 
Westover 
855 Stahlheber Rd 
Hamilton, OH  45013 
 
Linda Fitzgerald 
Westover 
855 Stahlheber Rd 
Hamilton, OH  45013 
 
Ruth Van Lieu 
60999 Fairfield Rd. 
Oxford, Oh  45056 
 
Kathryn Linder 
Birchwood Care Center 
4070 Hamilton-Mason Rd. 
Hamilton, OH 45011 

Only  44¢ to Make a Difference 
 

Please drop a card or note to some of our members who aren’t able to 
attend.  They’d love to hear from you.   

Marion Reed 
305 Kenyon 
Fairfield, OH 45014 
 
Lucile Reed 
5400 Winton Rd 
Fairfield, OH 45014 
 
Marie Horstemeier 
3841 Freeman Ave. 
Hamilton, OH 45015 
 
Clyd Irwin 
Berkeley Square Retirement 
Assisted Living 
1000 Berkeley Dr. 
Hamilton, OH  45013 

Here is a list of our shut ins.  

Noah Henderson Earns His Gi 
 

Noah began training in the Dojo martial arts 
program soon after his 8th birthday.  As he 
progressed through the required tasks to 
demonstrate his knowledge and skill, he 
earned a T-Shirt and later his Gi (uniform).  
He is pictured here with training partner CJ 
and instructor Mr. Nussbaum.  
 
 The Dojo program began in June, 2007 and 
continues at our old building every Tuesday 
and Thursday. 
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First St. John members continue 
to serve the neighborhood with 
the monthly community meal.  
Helpers are always welcome on 
the last Monday of each month.  
They have been having on the  
average of about 100-125 per 
month. 

Community Dinner Photographs 
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Dear Church Family, 
 
  It is with great appreciation that I received your generous check. This is extremely 
helpful in these tough economic times. As you may have heard, I transferred to Ball 
State. I think this will suit me financially and academically to reach my goal! 
 
 I will be going in as a junior and can see the end in sight. I certainly appreciate the love 
and support of my church family. I will use your generous check to buy books. Since I 
will be taking 18 hours this semester, I will need a lot of books. Thanks again for your 
assistance.                                              
 
Yours in Christ, 
Sarah Conklin  

First St. John Foundation 
 
Thank you so much for the $500 scholarship.  I am truly  
grateful.  The money will be a big help with my finances, such 
as books and gas to get to and from my clinical.  Once again 
thank you and God Bless. 
 
April Browning  

To the Members of First St. John, 
 
I wanted to thank you all for your support.  Graduating from Ohio State with an 
education degree is such an important goal to me and it is  
wonderful to know that you all are willing to help me reach it.  I am so appreciative 
of your gift. 
 
Sincerely, 
Meagan Webb  

Thank you so much for your prayers, beautiful cards and phone calls during 
my convalescences. 
 
God’s blessing to each and everyone of you. 
 
Love  
JoAnn Bennett 

Thank You Notes from our Members 
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140 Ross Ave. 
Hamilton, Ohio 45013 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

Our Mission: 
 

To use our individual and congregational gifts,  
talents and resources to communicate the Good News of Jesus Christ,  

and to bring to all His word, His healing, His compassion and  
His forgiveness by being a warm accepting and loving faith community. 

The ECHO is a publication of 
First St. John United Church of Christ 

ISSN 383367-25 
 
ECHO Staff Members: 
 
Editor Eileen Fletcher 
   e-mail  efletchermcnamara@fuse.net 
 
Calendar & Activity Page Kathy Ullrich 
 
Birthdays Lelia Kinner 
 

Church Office: 140 Ross Ave. 
 Hamilton OH  45013 
Office Hours: 8:00–2:00   Monday—Friday 
Phone: 513-863-0793 
Fax: 513-863-0871 
E-Mail: firststjohn@fuse.net 
Web Page: fsjchurch.org 
Pastor:        Rev. Samuel Wyatt 
 e mail      rev.samwyatt@fuse.net 
Music Director       Cully Bell 
Office Manage        Kathy Ullrich 
 
Sunday Schedule: 
 Worship Service 10:00 a.m. 
 Ballroom Second Floor 
 Fellowship Time 11:00-11:30 


